CHRISTIAN RUIZ-ORTIZ, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Instructor
Texas State University, San Marcos, TX

EDUCATION
Ph.D., General Psychology (2025)
Concentration: Bilingualism, Language, and Cognition
The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX
Dissertation: Investigating the Impact of Bilingual Experience and Language Use Context on Cognitive Control in an Auditory Stroop Task
Advisor: Ashley S. Bangert, Ph.D.
M.A., Experimental Psychology (2023)
The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX
B.S., Psychology (2015)
The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX

RESEARCH INTERESTS
· Bilingualism and cognitive control
· Executive functioning across the lifespan
· Language use context and attention
· Quantitative and computational methods in psychology
· Technology use and aging populations

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Texas State University, San Marcos, TX
Assistant Professor of Instructor, Department of Psychology (2025–present)
The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX
Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Psychology (2018–2025)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Texas State University, San Marcos, TX
· Cognitive Processes
· Introduction to Statistics
The University of Texas at El Paso. El Paso, TX
· Seminar in Meta-Analysis (Teaching Assistant)
· Cognitive Psychology (Teaching Assistant)
· Statistical Methods (Teaching Assistant)
· Advanced Statistics (Teaching Assistant)
· General Experimental Psychology Laboratory (Lab Supervisor)
Southwest University, El Paso, TX
· Introduction to Psychology
· Mathematical Procedures for Behavioral Sciences
· Microsoft Excel (Introductory and Advanced)
· English I

PUBLICATIONS
Ruiz-Ortiz, C., Cabrera Menendez, Y., Villanueva-Rosales, N., & Bangert, A. S. (2025). Social bridges to technology: Social influences on older adults’ use of technology. IEEE International Smart Cities Conference.
Bangert, A. S., Ruiz-Ortiz, C., et al. (2022). The use of technology by older adults in El Paso, Texas during COVID-19: Purposes, challenges, and opportunities. IEEE International Smart Cities Conference.
Bangert, A. S., Ruiz-Ortiz, C., et al. (2022). Using technology to teach older adults during the COVID-19 pandemic. IEEE International Smart Cities Conference.

GRANTS AND FUNDED RESEARCH
- Graduate Research Assistant, Smart Social Connector Project (2020–2025)
National Science Foundation (Grant No. 1952243)
-Graduate Research Assistant, Language Control in Bilingual Speech Project (2022–2024)
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (Grant No. 1R21HD109797-01)

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
· Assessing How Bilingual Experience Impacts Performance in Non-Linguistic Conflict Tasks, Psychonomic Society Annual Meeting
· Exploring the Bilingual Advantage: Variability in Selective Attention, Psychonomic Society and regional conferences
· Modeling Technology Use in Older Adults, Department of Psychology Colloquium

MENTORING
Mentored undergraduate researchers in bilingualism, cognition, and quantitative methods at The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX.

CERTIFICATIONS
· Graduate Certificate in Quantitative Methods in Psychology
· Google Data Analytics Professional Certificate
· Microsoft Office Specialist (Excel)

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
· American Psychological Association
· Psychonomic Society
· Society for Mathematical Psychology

SERVICE
Graduate Student Co-Chair, Bilingualism, Language, and Cognition Brown Bag Series
Departmental graduate student panels and recruitment events

