Alexa Hight, MA, MLIS
Alexa S. Hight
She/her/hers
Alexa.hight@txstate.edu 
EDUCATION
Masters of Library and Information Science			      June 2018
University of Denver, Denver, CO

MA in History and Literature				 October 2014
Columbia University Global Center, Paris, France

Bachelor of Arts
Allegheny College, Meadville, PA
English, Cum Laude	                                                                                                        May 2013
Second Major: History; Minor: French

EXPERIENCE			
Assistant Director, Research and Data Services			          August 2024 – Present 
University Libraries, Texas State University
San Marcos, Texas
 
Responsibilities

· Provide leadership and management of the Research and Data Services team (including digital repositories, research data management, library-based digital publishing, open science, data analytics, and data visualization) to support researchers at every stage of the research lifecycle 
· Lead and provide vision to design and implement creative, sustainable solutions to support scholarly content creation and stewardship including designing and monitoring workflows, building partnerships, and fostering collaboration across the university for policies and best practices in scholarly communication 
	
Scholarly Communication and Copyright Librarian 		           April 2019 – July 2024
Mary and Jeff Bell Library, Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi
Corpus Christi, Texas

Responsibilities
· Provide leadership, vision, and support for the library’s open education initiatives in collaboration with various stakeholders
· Guide faculty in the discovery, creation, dissemination, adoption, and evaluation of open and affordable course content
· Maintain current awareness of developments in the field of open education as well as relevant legislation and other public policy initiatives
· Facilitate growth of scholarly digital collections at the Bell Library including faculty and student works in the TAMU-CC Repository 
· Liaise with campus units to solicit, archive, and promote use of scholarly content in the TAMU-CC Repository 
· Provide outreach and education regarding author rights, intellectual property, open access, and self-archiving
· Hire, train, supervise, and evaluate the Institutional Repository Specialist
· Work in close consultation and cooperation with campus units on issues, programs, and initiatives related to scholarly communication. Areas of focus include open content sharing, open access, open education, copyright, research data planning and management, and author services including copyright, impact, publishing options, and researcher profiles.
· Provide outreach, education, and consultations for faculty, staff, and students in areas of scholarly communication. 
· Create, update, and maintain web pages, research guides, and workshops to support this outreach and education. 
· Stay informed of and keep the TAMU-CC community up to date on national and international trends in intellectual property rights and academic publishing. 
· Act as Copyright Officer for the campus: Provide consultation and instruction to faculty, staff, and students using copyrighted works

Selected Accomplishments
· Established and oversee Open Access Publication Fund: Administering funds for faculty to publish works open access
· 2019-2020: supported 15 articles, a total of 55 TAMU-CC faculty, staff, and students from 4 colleges, with $27,000 distributed
· 2020-2021: supported 16 articles, a total of 34 TAMU-CC faculty, staff, and students from 5 colleges, with $30,000 distributed
· 2021-2022: supported 23 articles, a total of 61 TAMU-CC faculty, staff, and students from 5 colleges, with $42,500 distributed
· 2022-2023: supported 24 articles and 2 book chapters, a total of 56 TAMU-CC faculty, staff, and students from all 6 colleges, with just over $44,000 distributed
· Piloted Open Education Stipend Program in 2022-2023
· $57,500 distributed to 44 faculty, textbooks in 17 courses eliminated, resulting in student savings of $90,000 per semester
· Significant growth of TAMU-CC Repository, in part due to increased staff time 
· 2019-2020: 119 items added 
· 2020-2021: 324 items added (in October 21 hired a part-time Graduate Assistant to assist in identification and uploading of eligible items) 
· 2021-2022: 724 items added (in April 2022, TAMU-CC hosted Spring Student Research Symposium, all digital posters and slideshows were archived, in July 22, hired full-time staff member)
· 2022-2023: 628 items added, 1 new community with 5 new collections. Metadata cleanup performed on 12 top level communities

Technical Services Librarian				           August 2017 – February 2019
Allen Ginsberg Library, Naropa University 
Boulder, Colorado 
			
· Responsible for all cataloging and maintenance of holdings in OCLC
· Responsible for maintenance of hosted Koha open-source ILS
· Actively participated in and completed collection assessment and evaluation
· Reference & Instruction: weekly research appointments with students; co-teaching/ solo teaching library instruction sessions
· Acted as Faculty Liaison to the Graduate School of Counseling and Psychology

Culminating Internship					            September 2017 – May 2018
University of Denver Libraries
Denver, CO

· Presented a workshop on copyright in the librarian profession for LIS students at DU
· Coded videos from usability testing sessions with patrons of the library’s incoming ILS
· Learned how to original catalog in non-Latin scripts, completing original records of Russian texts 
· Participated in two collection development projects using Alma and Excel reports

Library Generalist							       July 2015 – August 2017
Allen Ginsberg Library, Naropa University
Boulder, Colorado
					
· Responsible for operations of Graduate School of Counseling and Psychology campus library
· Completed a complete inventory and partial weeding of all circulation items including A/V equipment in Spring and Summer of 2017 
· Aided in archiving audio project
· Aided in monitoring online class resources, ensuring ADA and copyright compliance

Student Reference Assistant	            	                                           January 2011 – May 2013                                 
Pelletier Library, Allegheny College
Meadville, Pennsylvania                           

· Taught students how to use library resources and finding specific resources required for papers, projects, and assignments
· Instructed students on online retrieval through citations and indexes. 
· Assisted students to identify appropriate resources. Taught students basic searching skills one-on-one at the reference desk.

PUBLICATIONS
Hight, A., Elkins, S., Lowe, D., Waugh, L., White, J., Park, K., and Herbert, B. E. (2022). 	A Consortium approach to library publishing via Open Journal Systems and the Texas 	Digital Library. In C. L. Forbes (Ed.). Academic Libraries and Collaborative Research 	Services. Maryland: Rowan and Littlefield Publishing Group. 

Hight, A. (2021). Establishing an Open Access Publication Fund. In B. Buljung & E. 	Bongiovanni (Eds.). The Scholarly Communications Cookbook (pp. 158-162). Chicago: 	Association of College and Research Libraries.

Allmendinger, K., Craven, H., Farrell, M. Hight, A., Lewis, M., and Young, S. (2017). Let’s be 	blunt: Legalization of marijuana in Colorado. 

PRESENTATIONS AND POSTERS
Hight, A., Johnson, E., Lyon, C., & Starcher, C. (2025, June). Bridging Communities: Vireo and 	DSpace Integration for Open Knowledge Sharing. 2025 Open Repositories, Chicago, IL.

Hight, A. (Moderator), Greengold, M., Raglin, P., & Zhou, X. (2025, May). Climbing the Career 	Ladder: Promotion Challenges for Non-Librarian Library Staff [Panel]. 2025 Texas 	Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, TX. 
Baggett, M., Hight, A., Hoover, S., McCrary, M., & Park, K. (2025, May). Navigating ADA Title 	II: Enhancing Web Accessibility in Library Publishing. 2025 Texas Conference on Digital 	Libraries, Austin, TX. 

Winkler, H., Hight, A., & Henry, C. (2024, May). Idea Lab: Research Assessment: Navigating 	Open Access and Institutional Repositories for a Paradigm Shift in Academic Promotion and		Tenure Evaluations. 2024 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, TX.

Almanza-Ferro, A., Broom, A., Hernandez, H., Hight, A., Podolsky, L., & Raglin, P. (2024, 	March). Are you Ken-ough to be a woman? The contradictory nature of womanhood as 	expressed in Barbie [Roundtable]. Barbie Symposium: Women, Gender, and Culture 	Symposium. Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. 
Casey, C. (Cuillier), Hight, A., & Rodriguez, A. (2024, March). Support for the Solo 	Librarian [Panel]. OER @ TDL. 
Hernandez, P. L. & Hight, A. (2023, June). Addressing the DEI in the Room: Social Justice 	Efforts on a Texas Campus [Panel]. In TAMUS Virtual Library Conference.

Hight, A., Winkler, H., & Henry, C. (2023, May). Idea Lab: How many graduate degrees does it 	take to figure out if it’s Open Access? 2023 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, 	TX.

Elkins, S., Guzman, A., Hight, A., Kellum, C., Vinson, E., & Winkler, H. (2023, May). Work 	Status Among Academic Librarians [Panel]. 2023 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, 	Austin TX.

Hight, A., Park, K., & Lyon, C. (2023, May). Collaborative Exploration of the Newest DSpace: 	Updates from the TDL DSpace 7 Task Force. 2023 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries,		Austin, TX.

Carlisle, Tara & Hight, A. (2023, March 10). Book Talk: Data Cartels. Bell Library Professional 	Growth Interest Group. 

DeForest, L., Hernandez, P. & Hight, A. (2022, June 15). Interrogating the Lack of Pay 	Transparency in Library Faculty Job Postings [Panel]. TAMUS Virtual Library Conference, 	TX. 

Hight, A., Johnson, E., Park, K. & Woodward, N. (2022, June 8). Building Trust Together: A 	Consortium Approach to Open Repositories Via DSpace and the Texas Digital Library 	(TDL) [Panel]. Open Repositories, Denver, CO. 

Hight, A. (2022, May 25). If You Want Something Done Right, Do It Yourself: Do Graduate 	Assistants (GAs) Help or Hinder in Institutional Repository (IR) Projects? [Lightning talk]. 	Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, TX. 

Hight, A. (2022, April 27). Digital Libraries and Accessibility [Panel]. Texas Library 	Association, Fort Worth, TX. 

Herbert, B. E. & Hight, A. (2021, May 26). A Consortium Approach to Library Publishing Via 	the Open Journal System and the Texas Digital Library [Lighting talk]. Texas Conference on 	Digital Libraries, Austin, TX.  

Hight, A., Holmes, R., Jones, J., & Kellum, C. (2021, May 26). Leadership Academy 	Roundtable: So You Wanna Be a Librarian? Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, 	TX. 

Herbert, B. E., Hight, A. & Park, K. (2021, May 11). A Consortium Approach to Library 	Publishing Via 	the Open Journal System and the Texas Digital Library [Panel]. Library 	Publishing Forum, Pittsburgh, PA.

Hernandez, P., Hight, A., Louis, L., & Metcalf, E. (2021, February 26). Library Instruction Goes 	Virtual: Incorporating Digital Library Instruction into Your Class. South Texas Digital 	Strategies Symposium, Corpus Christi, TX.  

Hight, A. & Louis, L. (2020, May 18-21). Who's Using Open Educational Resources? Surveying 	Faculty at TAMU-CC. Texas Conference on Digital Libraries, Austin, Texas, United States. 	(Conference Cancelled)

Hight, A. (October, 2019). Open Access Fund at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Open 	Access Conference at San Jose State University, San Jose, CA. 

Allmendinger, K., Craven, H., Farrell, M. Hight, A., Lewis, M., and Young, S. (2018, April 6).		 Let’s be 	blunt: Legalization of marijuana in Colorado. Poster Presentation for the Research 	Methods and Information Science Department Student Research Conference. Morgridge 	College of Education, University of Denver. Awarded Second Place.

Hight, A. (November, 2017). Copyright workshop: What every future librarian needs to know. 	Workshop presented for LIS students at University of Denver, Denver, CO. 

BLOG PUBLICATIONS
Hight, A. (2021, October 25). It Matters How We Open Knowledge: Building Structural Equity; 	Open Access Week 2021. 	 
Hight, A. (2021, June 11). One Librarian’s (Very Personal) Opinion on GOP Lawmakers 	Wanting to Ban ‘Woke’ Philosophies. Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2020, October 20). Open Access Week 2020. Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2020, September 22). Peer Review Week 2020: Trust in Peer Review. Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2020, June 23). Representation in Scholarly Communication. Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2020, April 7). Why Access to Information Should be Open: COVID-19. Library 	Blog. 
Hight, A. (2020, February 25). Fair Use Week 2020! Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2020, February 4). The Success of the Open Access Publication Fund. Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2019, October 22). Open Access Week is October 21-27! Library Blog. 	  
Hight, A. (2019, July 23). Copyright, Copywhat? Library Blog. 	 
Hight, A. (2019, June 4). The TAMU-CC Repository. Library Blog. 

HONORS and AWARDS
Texas Digital Library Service Award							       May 2022
Texas Digital Library
 
CERTIFICATES
Certificate in Open Education Librarianship  					        September 2023
Open Education Network

Creative Commons Certificate 							   August 2022

Introduction to Critical Information Literacy:  				          	         December 2018
Promoting Social Justice through Librarianship.
American Library Association

SERVICE
Library
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility (IDEA) Committee  	     Sept. 2021 – August 2023
Chair 2023-2024
Vice-Chair 2022-2023
Mary and Jeff Bell Library 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

Selected Accomplishments
· 2022-2023 led sub-committee to create IDEA-centered recommendations for writing job descriptions, the interview process, and onboarding new hires
· Co-chaired the planning committee for the library retreat August 2023
· Co-led committee retreat June 2023
· Developed and distributed an Organizational Culture Survey with select committee members, requested by Dean of Libraries

Search Committee member					             December 2022 – May 2023
Reference Services Librarian
Mary and Jeff Bell Library 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

Search Committee member						    July 2021 – February 2022
Open Education Librarian
Mary and Jeff Bell Library 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Search Committee member                                                                        April 2021 – June 2021
Cataloging and Metadata Librarian
Mary and Jeff Bell Library
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Search Committee member 					       November 2019 – January 2021
User Experience Librarian 
Mary and Jeff Bell Library 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Scholarly Communication Committee, Chair			            September 2019 – May 2022 Mary and Jeff Bell Library
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Assessment Committee member				   	September 2019 – April 2020 
Mary and Jeff Bell Library
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

University
Affordable Learning Tools Committee, Chair 			 September 2022 – July 2024
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

Faculty Senate, Library Senator 				            September 2022 – May 2024
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

University Curriculum Committee					September 2022 – May 2024
Faculty Senate
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

Library Representative 							  January – April 2022
Planning Committee 
2022 Spring Student Research Symposium
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Ad Hoc member for the Library                                                                August 2020 – July 2024
Council of Principle Investigators and Research Administrators				    Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Library Representative 					            September 2020 – May 2022
Research Computing Committee
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Faculty Advisor							     October 2019 – July 2024 
Delta Delta Delta 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi					
Non-scientific member				  	         August 2019 – November 2020 Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC)
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Professional
Open Knowledge Interest Group, Chair 					          January 2025 – 
Texas Digital Library 

Symposium Planning Committee Member				     May 2024 – October 2024
Open Access Symposium, October 25, 2024 
University of North Texas Libraries & Texas State University Libraries

DSpace User Group, Chair 						    January – December 2023
Texas Digital Library

TDL DSpace 7 Upgrades Task Force, member		         October 2022 – February 2023 
Texas Digital Library 

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee member 		            July 2021 – July 2023
Digital Scholarship Section
Association of Research and College Libraries

Conference Committee member                                                       September 2020 – May 2021
Texas Conference on Digital Libraries 2021
Texas Digital Libraries

Leadership Academy member				            September 2020 – May 2021
Texas Conference on Digital Libraries 2021
Texas Digital Libraries

Online Journal Software (OJS) User Group, Inaugural Chair  December 2019 – December 2021 Texas Digital Library
Peer Reviewer							    October – November 2019
Reed, M.; Hare, S.; and J. Kirschner. (2019) Marking Open and Affordable Courses: Best 	Practices and Case Studies. Mavs Open Press. 
Awards Committee member						September 2019 – May 2020 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries 2020
Texas Digital Library
Conference Planning Committee member			           September 2019 – June 2020
8th Annual Kraemer Copyright Conference 2020
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
· American Library Association, member
· Association of College and Research Libraries, member 
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